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LETTER 


TO THE : 


| FREEHOLI ERS. 
Great Britain, 60. 


Gees 


A Ince the Notion of the Church Don- 
ger has been of late ſo induſtrioufly 
reviv d among you, I am not with- 
out Hopes that you will pardon this Ad- 
dreſs, from one who has no end in View 
bat your Welfare and Satisfaction, no Cauſ 
ly ſerve, but the * of Great Britain. 5 


1 I confeſs, both the Parties among us, have 
| | taken their Targs in this Cry, but which has 
4 had the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for it, we are now 


| to eonſide By does 


About five or ſix Years agoe, the Tories 
| (for we muſt make uſe of thole Terms for 
. Diſt inction) were as full of it as they are „ 


now; but: pray let us examine upon what 
Foundation they acted. We had been en- 

| gag'd for ſeveral Years, in a War with the 
[ great Enemy of our Religion and Liberties, 

| in which by the wonderful Providence of 

God, we ſucceeded beyond our own Hopes. 

The Grand Monarch, who had laid out 

the Ruin, not only of England, but of all 

Europe, in his Mind, was then reduc'd to a 

Degree even of Pity, the Flower of the Ar- 

my which was to have carry'd their Maſ- 

ters Conqueſts over the Pyrenees, the Alps, 

and the Rhine, waſted, his double Frontier 

in Flanders almoſt broken, the Plague of 

God in his Family, the Hopes of his Age 

dropping before his Face, his Credit funk, 
his Treafury exhauſted, and (what was 
worſe) the Famine: and Peſtilence making 
dreadful Havock in his Kingdom. In this 
Condition he fu'd for Peace, Preliminaries 
were ſettled, by which the Domintons of 
Spain and the Weſt-Indies, which he had 
been reaching at, ever ſince his Childhood, 

were given up without Exception to the 
Houſc of Auſtria. | Thus 


\ 


05 3 

Thus was the Common Enemy r reduc'd; 
and would one think this was a dangerous 
circumſtance to 'Ergland? But to Nr We 
be it (id, the Church's Danger was then 
warmly infiſted on, and too generally appre- 
hended; and as it uſually happens in 
theſe Caſes, the Attempt to puniſh a Cler- 
gyman who had been forward in this Cant, 
increas'd the Noiſe, and as if he and the 
Church had chang'd Places, his Proſecu- 
tion was made the chiefeſt Argument o 
the Church's Danger. But pray my Friends, 
where was the Church's Danger? Was i it 
becauſe a Elergyman was under Profecuti. 
on? This ſurely of itſelf is no Evidence of 
the Thing, unleſs it be univerſally true, 
that a Profeſſion ſuffers in the Puniſnment 
of the Profeſſors, which was never pretend- 
ed: Or are the Clergy the only 9 
that may ſafely break the Laws? May the 
only defie the Juſtice of the Nation, on 
ſow Diſcord with Impunity? Certainly this 
is not within the Priviledges they claim, 
becauſe to ſay ſo would be a greater Re- 
flection on that venerable Body, than their 
worſt Enemies ever thought of. 

But ſome of you will ſay, That the 
* danger did not ariſe barely from the Doc- 
tors Troubles, but becauſe he was queſ- 


* tion'd for aſſerting the Dodtrines of the | 
oy cn. 70 | 
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12 0 . 
I hope, Gentlemen, none of you imagine 
that the bitter things he ſpoke of her late 
Majeſty's Adminiſtration, are any Part of 
the Church's Doctrines; I believe, neither 
the Articles nor Homilics ſay one Word of 
the Management from 1704 to 1710, nor 
do they call Archbiſhop Grindal a perfidi. 
ous Prelate, for adviſing moderate Mea- 
fures toward the Diſſenters, nor do they 


carry every one of a contrary Opinion to 


Hell, and leave em there; Theſe Things, 
God be prais d, the Church is innocent of: 
The mighiy Charge then amounts to this, 
that the Doctrine of Abſolute Paſſive Obe- 
. Gience, which he was pleasd to call the 
c haracteriſtick of the Church, was to be 
„ confemn'd,..., 
I don't know whether the worſt Enemies 
the Church has, could have ſaid a more 
ſpiteful Thing of it, than that Abſolute 
Paſſive Obedience is its Characteriſtick; a 
Doctrine ſo contrary to the whole Tenor of 
the Bible, and to common Senſe, ſo deſtruc- 
tive of the Rights of Mankind, ſo abſurd 
and ſo dangerous, I hope will never be fa- 
ther'd on the Church of England. 


ws 


Nor, on the other hand, could the great- 


«ſt Oppolers of the Doctrine have given a 
worſe turn to it, than that, it is the Cha- 
radteriſtick of any Church; for what is this 
but ſaying, that it is held by no Chriſtian 

Church 


Gabe + 2: rr 4M 4.7 Otel A cata ht 


Church in the World befides > Since the 
Notion of a Characteriſtick implys, that 
it diſtinguiſhes the Society to which it js 
applied, from all others; but if others 
have it in common with us, it is no Di- 

ſtinction to us. And ſhall a Church be 

fond of a Principle which, by the Confeſ- 
ſion of its Votarys, is rejected by the whole 

ene, Ss: 4,47) 
But ſuppoſing there ſhould be ſome. 

doubtful Expreſſious in the Homilies in 
' favour of the Doctrine, or granting that 
ſome Fathers of the Church have deliver d 
themſelves plainly in the Point, what is 
that to opr preſent Purpoſe ? Let the Ac- 
tions of Men ſpeak for em; let the Con- 
duct of the Church and Kingdom ſince the 

Reformation, be a little regarded, and then 
3 it will appear whether Paſſive. Obedience 
mM be the eſtabliſh'd Principle or no: Did 
not [Queen Elizabeth aſſiſt the Dutch and 
Portug ueſe againſt the Spaniards, the Ha- 
; gonots in, France againſt their Sovereign, 
and did not her Parliaments and Convo- 
'\ cations give her Mony for that Purpoſe ? 
Did not Faxes I. follow her Example in 
theſe things? Nay, Did not Charles I. 
promiſe a powerful Aſſiſtance to the Ro- 
chellers ? and, Was he ever worſe than 
his Word? But why ſhould I go this di- 
ſtance? Did not the whole Nation concur 


od 14 nth atk Aus ih radiant 4 


r 


in throwing off the Yoke of Slavery 
Jumer II. was bringing upon us? Did not 
our Nobility, Gentry and Clergy, almoſt: 
unanimouſly come into the 'RevoJjation'® 
and have they not ſworn to defend it? 
With what Face then can People call Paſ- 
ſive Obedience the Doctrine of the Church, 
when ſhe has renounc'd it by her Actions 
(the only Teſt of Principles) in almoſt 
every Reign ſinge the Reformation? When 
her preſent Happineſs is founded on @ 
ſucceſsſul Reſiſtance, which ſhe comme- 
morates with Joy and Gratitude yearly on 
the Fifth of - November, and thanks God 
that he made all Oppoſition fall before our 
late Deliverer, till he became our King and 
Governor. Now, if Paſſive Obedience be 
not the Doctrine of the Church, (as I hope 
IL. have proved it is not) then the Condem- 
nation of it, and the Proſecution of the 
Doctor to that end, did no way affect the 
And yet, what a Clamour had we at 
that time! How did the Pulpits, Coffee- 
Houſes” and Streets ring with the Cry! To 
what unwarrantable Heats were the poor 
People of England - wrought up! The 
Queen's beſt Subjects were | inſulted by 
Hird Mobs, and mark'd out for Sacrifices 
to the popular Fury; the Doctor (then 
ſtil'd the Deli verer) conducted in — 
WT . — Pomp 
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Pomp from pl ace to place, to beep BP the, 


Ferment. 
Theſe things, we know, ended in the; 


Diffolution of the Miniſtry and Parliament, 


and I think here the Noiſe of Danger 

ſtopt. But whether both Church and 

State have not ſince that time been in worſe 

Circumſtances than could then be. pre- 
n tended, comes now to be conſiderd. 


We have ſeen the Face of Affairs ; before 


7 the Change, let us view em after it. 


Twas neceſſary for the new. Men to 


blacken the old ones as much as poſſible; 
Ito that end, the Publick Accounts were 
Zexamin'd, the State of tlie Nation conſi - 
der 'd, general Votes paſſed againſt one and 
| another ; but, to the eternal Honour of the 
Perſons charg'd, tho we have had a Mini- 
Iſtry and Parliament above theſe 4 Years: 
3 who doubtleſs had it in their Power as 
Ewell as Inclination to convict and puniſh: 
em, if guilty, nothing of that nature. 


was attempted ; but the brave Commons. 
of England, theſe Truſtees for the People, 
Lonteried themſelves with diſtant Charges, 


ö gold us, That we had been ill uſed, nay 


[> dinted out the Nations Enemies, and yet 
Had not the Honeſty or Courage to do their 

Country Juſtice upon em. 
Kut theſe things had their effect, they 
5 up = Heats in the Nation, and 110 
the 
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the Miniſters an 


Sa 


Viltainous and Scandalons. - 


Her Majeſty but the Winter before the: | 
Duke of Oraond's Mock-Campaign, told 
her Parliament, that the only way to procure: 
rry on the War with 7 
Vigoar; Supplys were readily granted for 
that purpoſe, the Duke with a brave Field. 


4 good Peace, was to ca 


n Opportunity of making 2 
Peace for us which themſelves had called: 


Equipage went over to Holland in the 
Spring, and aſſured the States and Prince: 


Bugene, that the Forces of England ſhould © 


. 


at ia Conjuaction with the Allies againſt 


Frence : Upon this Aﬀfurance, the joint | 
Armies took the Field, our General was 


admitted to their Councils of War, and 


things were carried on ſo dexterouſly, | 


that the Allies could not well queſtion 


our Sincerity. But as no Diſguiſe will | 
wear long, ſo it happen'd in this: The 
Enemy may be attacked with Advantage, } 
a Council of War is called to Concert 7 


proper Meaſures, the Duke is againſt Fight- 


ing, and yet too Great to ſubmit his Rea- 
| ſons to the Council, till preſs'd by the 
other Generals. This Gallant Man, to the 
Confuſion of the Allies, and the laſting 


- 


Shame of Exg/and, produces his Orders, i 
not to engage the Enemy. Was ever any; 
thing ſo Scandalous as this? Firſt to pick 


our Pockets of above 6 Millions with fair 
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lied: Promiſes, and a pretended War 3 next to 


Perd with the Allies, take part in their 
the Debates, and at laſt abandon em to the 
told Fury of the Enemy, the very Night be- 
eure Fore the Engagement, and all this after 
with The ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of Aſſiſtance! Tell 
for Me now, Gentlemen, was not our Church 
field in Danger when the Army of the Allies 
the Engaged in Defence of our Religion and 
ince: Liberties, was given up to the Common 
ould FEnemy ? „ 
jinſt The next Step was to make Peace with 
joint France, on Terms we knew our Allies 
was would not accept, tho we had been made 
and to believe, that no Peace ſhould be made 
aſly, without Satisfaction for all of em; nay, 
tion her Majeſty, in her Meſſage to the Com- 
will I mons, tells em, Sbe looks upon it as 
The F* a Slander on her Government, to have 
age, it ſuggeſted, ſhe was making a Separate 
cert Y*© Peace. Her Prime Miniſter too decla- 
ight- red in the Lords Houſe, That ſuch a 
Rea- Peace would be Villainous and Knaviſh: 
the And yet——Mark the Confequence, ſuch 


the a peace was made, for neither the Empe- 
ſting ror, nor Empire, nor Portugueſe Join'd in 


ders, it, and the Dutch very unwillingly. 

any You will. not wonder that the Emperor 
picky ſtood out, . ſince Spain and the Mieſt-Iudies, 
fair which are his undoubted Right, were given 


ſes, from him for ever, which Proceeding was 
ö not 
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99 
| not only a mighty Breach upon his Title, 
: bur the higheſt Violation of Publick Faith || ye 


any Nytion has been guilty of, except | ar 
we, can equal it in our late Management. || w 
The grand Alliance expreſly provides, that | th 
no Pefce ſhall be made by any one Party IM 
without the other, nor without an entire || gi 
elticurion of the Spaniſh Monarchy, to the || hi 
louſe of Auſtria. Her Majeſty had de- | w 
clar'd the ſame in almoſt every Parliament, | by 
Brice the beginning of her Reign; nay, | ar 
the French King himſelf conſented to the || hi 
entire Surrender of it, at the Treaties at | 
the Hague and Gertrupdenburgh, and yet this 
which” was the principal Stake we had been 
Plghting for about” 10 Years, was quietly | ar 
given up at the Treaty, not thro' the Ne- | be 
ceffity of our Affairs, nor becauſe we had | ri 
had no Succeſs in the War, not becauſe L. 
we wanted Money or Skill to improve our 
Conqueſts, No, for our Succeſs was beyond | to 
our ExpeQations, and as for Money we F 
had actually rais'd above 6 Millions in lo 
that Pacihck Year : Nay, ſince the Peace, di 
the Parliaments have given greater Sup- co 
plies than for any like number of Years |p: 
during the War. So that the ſhort of our Ib. 
Caſe is this, we had beaten the Enemy for lv 
Ten Years together, and were able to pur- lu 
ſue the War longer, and yet gave him the |us 
very Stake we fought fo. An R 
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. 
All this Time I think your Parſons gave 


you no Trouble on the Church's Account, 
and yet could we be in a ſafe Condition 


when ſo great an Addition was made to 
the Riches and Strength of the Grand 
Monarch, the Sworn Enemy of our Reli- 
gion ? Could we be quiet when we faw 


him gain that vaſt Power by a Treaty 


which he had been labouring at 50 Years 
by War in Vain? Eſpecially when the Alli- 
ance, which was our only Strer:gth againſt 
him was broken ? | 

When Peace is ſettl'd, the Terms of Trade 
and Commerce muſt be adjuſted, and ac- 


cordingly Treaties are made with France 


and Spain; but I ſhall ſay nothing of thoſe, 
becauſe one was condemn'd by the Favou- 


rite Houſe of Commons, the other by the 


Lords. 5 

Theſe things tho' of mighty conſequence 
to us, yet were at a greater diſtance; if 
France did encreaſe her ſtrength by robbing 


our Neighbours, the concern was imme- 
diately theirs, and it affected us but at Se- 


cond Hand; ſome time perhaps muſt have 


paſs'd before ſhe could have reach'd us; 


but the Security of our Succeſſion was what 
we. were immediately intereſted in; this 


was the Life and Soul of our Cauſe. Let 


us ſee then how we were treated in that 
22 | 1 
* Her 


had been in, while we by eve a 
0 
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. Her Majeſty, we know, as often as ſhe 
had Occaſion to mention the Succeſſion, de- 
clar'd her firm Reſolution to maiataia it; 
that it was the End of all her Actions, and 
lay neareſt her Heart. The People who 


 ſhew'd but the lealt Uneaſineſs on that Ac- 


count, were repreſented as a reſtleſs, tur- 
bulent Faction, that ſow'd groundleſs Fears 
and Jealoufies among the Vulgar. And 
yet Doctrines were openly preach'd with 
Impuaity; nay, tender'd to her Majeſty in 
moſt of the Tory Addreſſes, that appa- 
rently ftruck at that Settlement. The Di- 
vine, Indefeaſible Hereditary Right was 
the common Cant of the Party : Nay, 

the Matter went ſo far, that leaving out, 

or inſerting the Hanover Succeſſion was 
made the Party Teſt, when Addreſſiug was 
in Faſhion ; and the Scriblers of the Side 
repreſented a warm Zeal for the Houſe 


of Brunſwick, as a Piece of Diſreſpect to 


the Queen. | RT 
The Frexch King, who was once thought 
to have Inclination enough to Palm the Pre- 
tender upon us, was, by the Peace, left; 
in a better Condition to do it than ever he! 


rate one excluded the Guaranty of the Al. 
lies for our Succeſſion, which was neceſſarj 
to its Preſervation : And when it way 
mov'd in Parliament, that the Queen might 

og? 


— 


— — 


(15) 
be Addreſs'd to take Care that the Allies 


' ſhould be made Guarantees of it, the Moti- 


on was rejected with Diſdain and Clamour 
as being undutiful to her Majeſty, and in- 
trenching on the Prerogative, as if Re- 
ſpect for her was to exclude all Caution for 
Poſterity. of I 1 
Our King was treated with Contempt 
in the Perſon of his Miniſters, of whom, 
one was ſorbid the Court for expoſtula- 
ting as the Duty of his Place requir'd, 


with a Secretary of State, upon an Indig- 


nity offer'd to his Maſter ; the other, for de- 


manding that, in the Prince's Name, which 


was never deny'd to the meaneſt Lord of 
Parkament. + --- 

And this at a Time when the Pretender, 
contrary to the Reſolutions and Addreſſes 
of both Houſes of Parliament was ſuffer' d 


to ſtay in Lorrain, when Sir Patrick IJ 


an Iriſb Rebel, who had actually refided 
in Spain, as his Miniſter, was freely ad- 
mitted to Court. I will not fay that he 
came hither in that Character from the 
Pretender, but certain it is, that as ſoon 


as his Name was mention'd in the Houſe 


of Commons, he thought fit to Diſappear. 
I perſwade my ſelf you are ſatisfy d theſe 
were ugly Symptoms, and ſufficient to juſti- 


| fy all the anxieties for our Succeſſion your 


honeſt 
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(16) 
honeſt Countrymen ſhew'd; but this was 
not the worſt of our Cafe. FI 
The Pretender had begun to Levy War 
againſt her Majeſty, in her own Domi- 


nions, and no Notice taken of it: Men 
were daily Lifted into his Service, in Great 


Britain and Ireland, for a long Time be- 
fore the Government here thought fit to 
put a ſtop to it, tho they had Information 
of it upon Oath. On the contrary, the 
Report was repreſented as ſenſeleſs and 
falſe ; Counter Affidavits were publiſh'd in 
the Po&-Boy and Examiner to deſtroy the 
Credit of the Informations: However, at 
Length, when 'the-Matter was too plain 
to be deny*d, out comes a Proclamation to 
prevent it, and for Apprehending the Pre- 


tender if he ſhould Land, or Attempt it in 


the Queen's. Dominions ; with a Reward of 


5000 J. promis'd to the Perſon that ſhould 


take him, and cenvey him to a Juſtice of 
the Peace, who is order'd to commit him 
to the County Goal. | 

This, now, my Countrymen, was ſome- 
thing; for you'll all allow that if his 


Mock Highneſs had Landed he would have 


brought no Foreign Force to back him: 
No, that would have look'd too much like 
an Invaſion ; beſides, twould have been 
diſtruſting the good Intention of his Friends 


here, and therefore twou'd have been as 


eaſy 
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F | 4Thingite-haye carrydhis Melefy&tor 
before: a: Juttice of the Peace, and to have 
ſecur d him in th County Goal, as -anothan 
that Robs HAemvoſts, or takes a Shirt from 
his Neighbours Hedge to keep him Clean 
But to be ſerious, * Ks 1 urn er 
Impudent Piece of Mockery, ſo weak a 
aw whe this, if the Miniſtry were 
in earneſt againſt him, and deſign?d; the 
Nieten hond — any Effect? Tis 
plain, uo Man, how mach ſoever he had 
hatarded; bis Life in the Attempt, would 
be entitul'qͥ to the Reward, unleſs he;' had 
gebfara d the Condition of the Progla- 
mation, Which, ia the Nature oh the 
Thing, was next to an impoſſibility; for 19 
a covetous Juſtice. of the Peace; a proper 
Perſon: ie deal with an Offender. of, this 
Sort ? or is the County Goal to be truſted 
with him ? They might as well have pro- 
vided, that the Juſtice of the Peace ſhopld 
take Security of him for his good Behaviour 
and Appearance at the next Quarter geſſi- 
. 

But this is not che only piece of Grimaee 
we have been acquainted with in this 
Affair, Mr. Staford's Caſe is another. This 
Gentleman, it ſeems, was Outlaw'd for 

Jigh-Treafen, about the Time of tha Revo- 
; e and had continu'd at St. Germais's 
& Pretender's en till about Twelve 
Tis Months 


(18) 
Months ago, when he came to Eyglind, vl 
brought a Writ-of Etror to Reverſe his 
Outlawry, and aſſign d for Error __ he was 
Outlaw'd by the Name of J. On for: wes 
Eſqz whereas in Truth he io hors Y 
The Attorney-General, by Direction from 
the Miniſtry confeſs the Error, and ſo the 
Man was Diſcharg'd ; tho? in a Pardon he 
produc'd, for other Treaſons committed 
ſince that Time, he was flild J. Stafford Eſq. 
An Inſtance of the ſame Complexion we 
had in Mr. Bedford's Caſe, who was Author 
of the Hereditary Right Aſſerted. The At- 
torney General declar'd; That he had Or- 
ders to proſecute him to the utmoſt Rigout 
of the Law ; all the Queen's Council were 
concern in theCauſe; and mighty Speech- 
ing of it there was; yet this Man, tho 
he confeſ'd the Book was written agaiuft 
the. Revolution; had the good Fortune to 
get the Material Part of his Sentence re- 
mitted to him, upon Pretence ke he was 
—P gyman. - pl * 
Theſe Things to me ſhew ainly en 
which way Mattos were a going: But, 
_ Gentlemen, for your ' farther ConviQton, 
read the Hiſtory of the White-Staff, and the 
Pretender s Declaration : Read, I ſay, and 
adore the Good Providenice of God, - whith 
has recover d you from the Brink of 
DeſtraSion. The firſt (written by 'the 


Staff 


: tal 


pla 
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Staff himſelf) or by his Direction, ſays 
 andBainly, that dangerous Deſigns were 
Ning on by. the Mibiſity, a gaht the 

anover Succeſſion ; a , Conſpiracy form" 
by them, to introduce the Pretender. 


"The Second tells you, what 1 hardly | 
rom dare Repeat — That he had Ge | 


the e Grounds to Hope that her Majeſty . ha —— 
n he i good Intentions towards him, at the latter 
tted F< Part of her Reign. Theſe Declarations, 
Eſq. one by the Prime Miniſter, the other by 
We the Chevalier, back'd by ſach à Train | 
of Circumſtances, leave little Room to 
At- Queſtion whether the Proteſtant Succeſſi- ] 
on, and conſequently our Church, and 
our every Thing elſe that is dear to ns, 
ere || w Te not in the extreameſt Danger. 


= To Sum up, on this Head; The Title | 
© 4 of the Pretender was openly avow'd, ö 
* as far as general Principles will carry 


a Man; his beſt Friend ſtrengthen'd; 
our Allies weaken'd and diſoblig d; the 
Succeſſion left at Random in the Peace; N 
The King lighted, nay, affronted; the | 
Pretender's late Miniſter receiv'd and 1 
> careſsd: His Levy of Men for a lon 
Time conniv'd at, and the Belief of it 
induſtriouſſy Banter'd : His Menial Ser- 
vants, the Accomplices of his Treaſon 
receiv'd to Grace; his Advocate Bedjorgh. 
aſter a pompous —— dane F 
3 2 n 


m what gg erer to Bt Torgotien 
oy Highneſs the Prince of Wales deny'd 
e 'Privilege: of an Engliſh Peer, tho 
reared (ſuch by 'Pattent, and flatly or- 
der d not to fet his Foot in England. 
Tho it truſt be atknowledg'd, - ae 
we wete in very dangerous Circumita 
I think che Clergy were generally Quiet ; 
but as ſoon as the Queen was Dead, 
and ide King ptoclaimed with the uni- 
ver Concurfence ot the People, the 
old Cry of the Charth's Dunger was re- 
vivd, which is next to be examim d. 
Indeed 'T don't know whether 1 ought 
to give you this Trouble, till we hear 
more from them; for have they in all 
this Noiſe attempted at one Inſtance that 
Yooks like an Evidence for em? And, 
Gentlemen, yon will judge for your- 
ſelves; ſhall 2 Clamour of this Nature, 
that carries in it the blackeſt Charge, 
8 gainſt the Kin og esd d Miniſters; Nay, 
painſt the Lords and Commons of Eng- 
7234 be credited without Evidence? What 
is there in the Conduct of the King, or his 
Miniſters, that looks like a Deſign to 
break in upon our Religious Rights? Has 
not his Ma jeſty given the Church his 
Royal Word that he will protect it? and has 
he not confirm d ĩt by his Coronation Oath? 
Whente 


— — 
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Whence chen is this impudent Clamour Þ | + 
Who has 
no Intereſt diſtinct from his People's, ſhould 


Can it be thought that the King, 


enter into ſo ſenſeleſs a Deſign, as to de- 
ſtroy the Church? Or, ſhould he harbour 
ſuch a Thought, which 1 ſay is impoffi- 
ble, are not the Nobility, Gentry, and 
moſt of the Common People, in Commu- 


nion with the Eftabliſh'd Church? And 


will they, think you, ſuffer an Enoroach- 
ment on its Privileges, their own Privi- 
leges? Do not the Biſhops ſit and vote in 
Parliament ? And are they not ſufficient, 


conſidering the Ballance of Parties, to turn 


the Scale againſt any Law for that pur- 
pole 2 


perhaps indeed ſome furious Zealots may 


not have their Wills on the poor Diſſenters. 
I hope in God they never will; becauſe 
"tis evident to Demonſtration, that the Se- 
verities exerciſed towards tender Conſcien- 
ces in Charles 1's: Reign, were the greateſt 
occaſion of the Civil Wars, which ended 
in the Ruin of the Church and Monarchy. 
Befides, we have had the Experience of al- 
moſt 30 Years fince the Toleration- Act has 


been paſſed, to juſtify us in the Opinion, 


that Tenderneſs towards them is the only 
Means to make em eaſy under the Eſta bliſh- 


ment, and reconcile em to it: And ſhall 


We 


. 
| 
3 
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ve now undo all that we bare been doing 
for 30 Fears with good Succeſs? Shall we 
revive vertheir Prejadices againſt; the Church, 
and tempt em to iinſtil into their Children 
CINE: to t? Ae 
Or perhaps ſomſe Gentlemen have not 
that ſhare. of Power they had beſore ivy 
Queen's Death 
Suppoſe they have not; wks church 
Foo nay Danger? Is ſhe built on no 
better Foundation than the good Fortune 
of half a Dogen of her worſt Members? 
What Reaſons there may be for diſcarding 
them, I have ſhe vn before, under the Head 
of their Management. What Zeal they 
may pretend for the Church, I know 
but 1 chink tis plain their Conduct Id 
to nothing but het utter Ruin. However, 
for Argamegts{rke, ſuppoſe em Innocent: 
of chat mighty Conſequence, that 
the Church can't be ſafe without em? I 
remember, about 9 or 10 Years ago, we had 
the ſome Cry de, and perhaps upon 
the fame Reaſon 3 at that time the poor 
Church (which by the bye has made a Shift 
to rub on at the 51 rate) 1 ſay, then the 
Church was at her laſt Prayers, and all be- 
cauſe 2 or Lords, among whom was the 
preſent Eail of NM, were out of 
Place. Tu Noble Lord, who was never 
„ thought 
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* | chought ELD N „ 
4 th F | want 'T Chr od 10 | 
: thought one of the higheſt —.— 
n Kingdom and yet, behold what Gha 

a few Years produce ; the Church is till in 
Danger, perhups if the reaſon were knbwn, 
' chicfly becauſe he is in Power. 

=" So that indeed Lm afraid the great Con- 


h cern is, not for the Church, but who is in, 

0 or out of warm Places; the Church is a 
d pretence, becauſe it i5 the beſt Cauſe, - 
atthe real Deſign i is eogralbng all Pawer 


aud Profit into a fe Hands. In the mean 
time, the pot People, who mean well, = 
and are never to are the Profit, are led 1 
on from an honeft, but miſtaken Teal for 
their Religious Rights, to ſet up + few Sub. 
at the expence of all the reſt. - : 
_ It therefore Hur noiſy People will wy 
in mind of a ſingle Step that has been ta- 
ken ſince his Ma jeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, againſt the Privileges of the 
Church, or that f dra pn the leaſt Suſ- 
picion of it, unleſs the*difplacing a few old 
Presbyterians be ie, Ell give up the Cauſe - 
to em: If they cannot, or do not, I can't | 
help concluding, that the Ny of the Church 0 
is a vile 8 _ rais d b 1 4 
Enemys, Pine Defign to weaken his 
Hands, and entangle gp. Government. 
From tbe Prophets if Jer ſalem is Profaneſs 
gone 
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